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Nayland society wants to buy 17-acre field in village conservation area

Conservation group
backs bid for land

by Pat Bray 1

A PROPOSAL by a wvallage conservation
society to submit a bid for a 17-acre hield
has received unanimous backing from
members

Nayland-with-Wisungton Conservation Socely
chairman John Alcxander told last week's meeting
the parieh council had decided oot to go ahend
with buving the land despite £43,000 being i
pledged by the saciety Lowards ita purchase

In September when Lhe sosiety waa naked by the
council to help Mnance the project the responee
had been phenomenal with £35,000 being pledged
in Len days

“This demonstrated the degree of feeling amoeng
members to protect the land betwoen the River
Stour and Horkealey Road” he snd

The council had voted agamst the purchase ap-
paresitly becaues the sociaty’s offer was conditional
an the field being kept agricultural and taking out
a loan would mcrvase the parish precept

Mr Alexander sdded the field lay at the heart of
the village conservation area and the society had
an obligation to ese it remained as it was. Allowing
the land to fall ints multi-ownerashup would de
strov Naviand's ssuthern landscape setting

Members voted unanimonsly in favour of mak
ing dn offer and Mr Alcxander pald he waa opla
maslLyc aboul the outoome

*T'm bopefnl that by the time the money has to
be on the table we won't necd any loans,” he
wdded
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Background

In March 2004, following an appeal for contributions, the Nayland with Wissington
Conservation Soclety purchased 16 98 acres of land bordered (o the north by the
River Stour and to the south by a stnp of land owned by Bunting & Sons adjacent
lo Horkesley Road.
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The Nayland with Wissington /x‘{( i @
Land Company Limined, now a
registered charity, was formedto E‘:} \ \
own and manage this water ,\
meadow in perpetuity. The sum \
of £65,000 was raised lo purchase
this land and grateful thanks are
due o the more than ninety
individuals and organisations who
supported the appeal

Fishing

The fishing, which now belangs 1o
the Land Company, has been
made exclusively availabie 1o all
residents of the parnish of Nayland
and Wision
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Arable Reversion 4...:* M ke 47 il
Afler discussion it was decxded that - "'"‘;
the land should revert to grassiand ke r
under the Defra Suffolk River e
Valleys Enrivonmentally Sensitive iy ke :u..
Areas Scheme e b

This will involve seeding with a
suitable grass/conservation mix, a
suingle hay cut followed by sheep
grazing annually

Grants for fencing the land, on the
inside of the public footpath, were
obtained from Defra and the
Suffolk Environmental Trust
assisted by Babergh District
Council, who have also funded a
small area of planting as shown
on the pian

150 native trees. Sugrasted species:

At first the Pansh Council considered purchasing the land on

behalt of the village and the Conservation Society. ar their request

commenced a fundraising campaign for half the gu 1
r

THE NAYLAND MEADOW PROJECT

NAYLAND MEADOW KEY \

Common Alder, Ash, Wizow spp., Guelder Rose, ' }
Hazel, Blackthom, Field Mapie and Native Black Poplar. , .

The Nayland Meadow Project

Backeround:

—_—
In September 2003 about 17 acres of land in Nayland

by Rix Farms.  The land 1s bordered to the north by the nver Stour and t
) \ 0

the south by Bunting & Sons’ strip of land next
A 2l Xt to Horkesley
(see plan above) orkesley Road |

was put up for sale

THE NAYLAND

ide price of £7(
However 1t was not found possible for the Pansh Council to pmchiﬂ?h ;

|1 land and the Conservation Society took the decision 1o go it alone i
October

FREE PRESS 'rhnl..lI"iI.'_iﬂ'yrt October 23 2003
.#:- F

A vigorous campaign was launched to raise the necessary funds and
through the generosity of over 90 individuals, assisted by Gift Aid when |
appropniate, the sum of £65,000 was raised which was the price agreed
after negotiations between the Society’s Chairman and the vendors
Completion took place in February 2004. This is by far the largest
project ever undertaken by the Society and would not have been
possible without the generous support and help of very many people.

The Committee is extremely grateful to everyone.

The Nayland with Wissington Land Company Limited (a company |
limited by guarantee) was formed m March 2004 to manage the |
Nayland Meadow Project under the auspices of the Conservation Society
There are four trustees.

Fencing:

[t was necessary to fence the meadow to protect

the sheep and any grassland nesting birds from the users of

the public footpath which borders the land on the west,

north and eastern boundaries.  Grants were applied for to fund the
provision of gates and fencing and a small area of planting in the
south west comer The sum of £3.400 was obtained from the
Suffolk Environmental Trust, with Babergh District Council

(as a thurd party) contnbuting 10% funding to the [Landfill
Operator. Fencing took place in March/April 2005
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Pond Scheme

The Environment Agency approached us with a view lo crealing a permanent
welland habltat and pond. This "back water” habilat Is identified by the
Environment Agency as important for maintaining fish stocks

Planning permission has recently
been granted for this work, which is
expecied to commence In early
February, weather permitting.
The proposed shallow pond will be
linked to the River Stour by a short
channel (culvert beneath the
footpath) and surrounded by
reedbeds. (Plants sourced locally.)

Naylanc

The Dedham Vale and Stour
Valley Project will alsc be
involved in habitat Improvement
work. To compensate for the loss
of flood plain capacity a shallow
scrape will be created on the
opposite side of the meadow
(beside the weir). The spoll will be
used to widen the footpath along
the riverbank but not to raise it
This £30,000 scheme will be
jointly funded by Defra and the
Environment Agency at no cost to
us. Maintenance will be carmied
out by the EA assisted by the
Dedham Vale Project and local

volunteers.

The Future

By next year, we hope thal a
wonderful new wetland habitat
will be attracting birds, insects,
and amphibians to enrich our
local environment, and this land
will have reverted to Its original
nature as a water meadow in the
Stour Valley

B Tree Planting
—— Sheep fencing N

— \ Fleld gate

— Extent of ownership

ah:: Proposed pond/reedbed
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- - - = |nformal Footpath :

; y
Buntings'Land Should anyone wish to make a
donation towards ongoing costs of
the project, please contact the

Hon Treasurer, 16 Fen Street
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Bp Tesday 23" August 2005
The first flock of sheep arrive in the Meadow

2012: Purchase of Lot 3, Thrift Far

In association with Exclusive Inns the cost of selected seeds wanstormed back tolts
(owners of The Anchor Inn, Nayland) "' conservatlon octecy

The land, which adjoins the Nayland Meadow, is being ' ‘Everyone worked

grazed and 1/3" is used for car parking

by The Anchor on a seasonal temporary basis

Contributions which attract
gift aid will give us an extra
28 pence In the pound.

We would be grateful for
your suppornt

Paare 21

September 2005: Reeds from elsewhere in the
River Stour are transplanted into the Pond by

o AN Peter Ennis of the Dedham Vale Project
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L BTN A A FIELD in the heart of o
R 1,_11,.1._ B plcturesgue Sullfolk village E
a1 ias been transformed Into o ' ‘

I ) My \ Hconservation arcn - thanks
. J

g Y Residents’ cash effort saves riverside meadow

o the fundralsing efforts of
U8 locnl residents.

B Moro than 90 people

/ supported an appeal

' Luunehed by the Nayland

N with Wissington

vk y 4 Red L / WS \ . ,fj Consorvallon Soclety (o buy
. ' " iy o AL LRG58 VATS AT ALV 17 acres of riverside
' P Al Y A r\ NS O 7 B DY SR o
e ' 1l g T A Vol - F = The land, which was put

up for sale 10 months ago,

The Wildflower Belt was created in 2006 wa cortvered into an arable

following a generous donation to cover Sednd Yond il s o

for futoare genorations of the

launched Its campalgn o
ralse L65, 000 amid concorns

e

really hard to
raise the money’

the village would lose the
Neld If 1t was bought from
someano outslde of the area.

A Murther £30,000 was then
socured from local
authorities, to seed and
fence the land, plant (roes,
build a feotpath and create a
large pond and reedbed.

It s now hoped that new
species of blrds and insects
will be attracted to the
wetland, turming it intoa
conservation and wildlife
arca to be enjoyed by people
in the village

Soclety chalrman John
Alexander, [rom Nayland,
sald members became

determined to save the fleld GREENGOLD SAVIOURS: From loft, Ray Peck and Adrian Pearl from the Environment Agency, chalrman of the Nayland and Pnoto:
and banded together to ralse  Wissington Conservation Soclety John Alexander and Andera Carver are amang the many people who supported an appeal lo LUCY
the money. buy 17 acres of riverside meadow and retumn It back to Its former glary for future generations TAYLOR
“When the land was pul o '
- + " up for sale, we thought how “It seomed Lke an coming in from people who The pond, which runs into Deira - the Departmoent '
Aprll 2014: "Sheep may safely graze Javely it would be to turn lmpossible task bt everyone  used to live in the village but  the River Stour, will become  Environment, Food and |
back the clock and change It worked really hard to raise have now moved away.™ an important area for Rural Affairs - and the
on the twg Mead OWS to the way it used to be and ~ the money. The Environment Agency breeding fish and will play a ~ Dedham Vale und Stour
we Just knew stralght away *“Mast of the donations has now started work on big part in helping maintain  Valley Countryside Praject,
that action had to be taken.,”  wore small but there were digging the arca to provide a  a healthy fish stock In the have also helped to fund the

he sald. lots and we even had money haven for wildlife, river. project. T
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