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Welcome

The Revd. Kit Gray

Introduction

Martin Wright,
Vice Chairman of the Conservation Society

Short talk and readings
about John Constable

Dr. Ronald Blythe

Organ Pieces composed by
the Revd. William Jones
Perpetual Curate of St. James
(1776/7-1800)

James Finch
(St. James Organist & Choirmaster)

Hymn: The Lord Will Come
The Nayland Tune- St. Stephen
by Revd. William Jones

Everyone please join in.
Words overleaf

Conclusion

Dr. John Constable
The artist’s great great great grandson

After the Celebration, refreshments will be available and there will be a chance to
view the display about the history of the Picture and Constable’s family links with
Nayland.

Old English Music for Organ
by
William Jones of Nayland
Samuel and Charles Wesley

William Jones of Nayland

( 1726 – 1800 )

“A priest, the like of whom
If multiplied, and in their stations set,
Would o’er the bosom of a joyful land
Spread true religion and her genuine fruits”.
William Wordsworth
Arise O Lord – Psalm 32 vv 8,9

Introit to

Anthem I –

Introit to

Anthem III –

Lord let me know my end
Psalm 39 vv 5,6,8,16

Introit to

Anthem IV –

Composed for a Sunday School Festival
Words collected from the Psalms & the
Proverbs of solomon

Samuel Wesley

( 1766 – 1837 )
No 1 of two pieces – An Air

Charles Wesley

( 1757 – 1834 )
Pastorate

Willaim Jones of Nayland
Hymn 29

“The lord will come and not be slow”
Tune – St Stephen / The Nayland Tune

( 1726 – 1800 )

St. Stephen
‘The Nayland Tune’

The Lord will come and not be slow,
his footsteps cannot err;
Before him righteousness shall go,
his royal harbinger.
Truth from the earth, like to a flower,
shall bud and blossom then;
and justice, from her heavenly bower,
look down on mortal men.
Rise, God, judge thou the earth in might,
this wicked earth redress;
for thou art he who shalt by right
the nations all possess.
The nations all who thou hast made
shall come, and all shall frame
to bow them low before thee, Lord,
and glorify thy name.
For great thou art, and wonders great
by thy strong hand are done:
thou in they everlasting seat
remainest God alone.
John Milton (1608-74) Psalms 82, 85, 86
(AM New Standard 29) (AMR 52)

William Jones
Sources: Nayland Record Summer 1974 (edited by Blair Lees)
Bridget Duckenfield’s biography of the Revd. William Jones.

The eighteenth century produced a vintage crop of eccentrics who
were also men of letters. Several of these were clerics. An age that
can boast Swift, Pope, Walpole and Doctor Johnson takes a lot of
beating, but William Jones of Nayland fits neatly, if more modestly,
into the pattern.
Family Background and Education
Jones was born at Lowick, Northamptonshire, on the 30th July 1726,
to Morgan Jones and his wife, Sarah Lettin. He was a descendant of
Colonel John Jones, the regicide and throughout his life paid penance
for the crime of his ancestor, spending each anniversary of the King’s
execution on January 30th in fasting and prayer.
After an education which included Charterhouse and University
College, Oxford, where he was awarded his B.A. in 1749, Jones was
ordained deacon in the same year by the Bishop of Peterborough.
Two years later he became a priest. As well as being a Theologian
and Latin scholar, Jones was an accomplished musician.
Clerical Appointments
In 1754 he was given the curacy of Wadenhoe in Northants, where he
married Elizabeth Bridges, his vicar’s daughter. During the ensuing
twenty years he held two livings in Kent before returning to his native
county and the vicarage of Paston.
Authorities differ as to the date of Jones’ appointment to the perpetual
curacy of Nayland. The Dictionary of National Biography plumps for
1777, but Grove and other reference books prefer the previous year.
Jones’ own biographer, the Reverend W. Stevens, who was also a close
friend, give 1776 as the date, which may be said to settle the matter. It
is almost certain that he lived in Fen Street in a house on the site of
what is now numbers 22-26.

Parish priests have never been very well paid, and Jones was no
exception to the rule. From the date of his arrival in Nayland he
received £12 per annum in two half-yearly instalments. To make
ends meet he was forced to take in five pupils and, pathetically, was
apparently unable to keep for himself a copy of one of his most
important works, because it was too expensive. In the British
Museum there is a first edition of his “Treatise on the Art of Music”,
Colchester, 1748, with an inscribed dedication “To Doctor Burney
with the Compliments of the Author.” Just below this, in the same
handwriting appears “Borrowed of Dr. Burney”. There is no copy
of the Treatise in Jones’ personal library in Nayland Church. It is the
only book missing.
The Jones Organ
While at Nayland he composed works for the organ which he had built
by Samuel Green of Isleworth in 1787, to encourage the choir. The
instrument became known as the Jones Organ and he became known
as Jones of Nayland
W.J. as he was also affectionately known to his friends, died on the
6th January 1800. He is buried in the vault he prepared for his family
beneath the Vestry, close to that of Thomas and Martha (Patty) Smith,
Constable’s aunt, which was constructed in 1783.
He was an important churchman who became the inspiration of the
High Church Movement of the early 19th century. He was also a
prolific and entertaining writer and composer. His most famous hymn
tune is probably St. Stephen. (See illustrated copy of the music by
Bridget Duckenfield)

‘The Old Vicarage’, Fen Street, Nayland
Late 18th/early 19th century watercolour
by an unknown artist

The same building c. 1890
when it was demolished and replaced by
numbers 22-26 Fen Street

